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2019 SPSQC FINAL ROUND RESULTS 
 
ST. PAUL – Sunday, April 14, 2019 
 
The 2019 Saint Paul String Quartet Competition (SPSQC), the nation’s premiere event for high school 
string quartets, was held on April 13 in Sundin Music Hall on the campus of Hamline University in 
Minnesota.  
 
From another strong pool of applicants, six outstanding high school quartets were selected to compete 
in two rounds of competition judged by the renowned Brentano String Quartet. The preparation and 
performance level of the quartets were once again excellent; each ensemble showed a distinct voice in 
some of the most challenging repertoire possible for an enthusiastic and supportive audience in 
attendance and viewing online (548 votes were cast). Chamber music is in good hands for the future.  
 
This year’s Gold medalist ensemble was BEAR Quartet from the Gifted Music School in Salt Lake City 
Utah (they were last year’s Bronze medalists). BEAR had a sublime prizewinning performance of Brahms’  
a-minor quartet (mvt 2) and the rhythmically challenging Allegro rustico movement from Ginastera 
Quartet No.2 was impressive. They also received an Honorable mention in the Haydn Round.  
A Community Music School of Webster University quartet from St. Louis, the Rader Quartet, won the 
Silver medals this year with strong performances of the first movement of the Grieg quartet and John 
Adams’ Fellow Traveler. They also were awarded the HAYDN PRIZE. The Nova String Quartet from the 
Music Institute of Chicago Academy took Bronze this year with a lush performance of the first Verdi 
Quartet in e-minor (mvt 1). Their reading of Shostakovich Quartet No.3 (Mvt.3) was taut and efficient. 
The Odyssey String Quartet from Saint Paul received an Honorable Mention certificate for their 
performances of Mendelssohn Op.80 and Caroline Shaw’s Entr’acte (Shaw’s piece made an appearance 
last year as well). The Audience Prize went to the Xena String Quartet from Music Institute of Chicago 
Academy.  
 
The jury for the 2019 SPSQC Final Round was the Brentano String Quartet. Prelim judges were Mari 
Sato, violinist of the Cavani String Quartet; Ivo-Jan van der Werff, violist of the Medici Quartet; and Jean-
Michel Fonteneau, cellist of the Ravel Quartet. The Saint Paul String Quartet competition was founded in 
2006 by Artaria String Quartet violinist Ray Shows. Mr. Shows is the Artistic Director and Administrator 
of this annual event. 
  
The SPSQC has now presented its 14th National High School String Quartet Competition. Created as a 
performance showcase for advanced quartet studies, this unique national event has received superlative 
acclaim by Strings magazine and recognition by Chamber Music America and many of the most 
renowned teachers in the country. Its stated aim is to “celebrate excellence in string quartet playing 
(and) foster an increased appreciation for the chamber music art form, and enhance the music culture in 
this country.” Next year’s event will take place on April 25th, 2020. 
 
The Saint Paul String Quartet Competition is open to high school string quartets from around the 
country and is always adjudicated by a professional string quartet. With only string quartets competing, 
it is a simple comparison of ‘apples to apples’. Groups from across the country submit video recordings 
of three masterworks of the repertoire. These unedited performances are evaluated by independent 
jurors in the categories: Tone Quality, Intonation, Ensemble & Balance, and Musical Ideas. The top 
scoring quartets are invited to compete for prizes and cash awards in a Haydn Round and a Final Round. 
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